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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 



Responsive to the action mailed September 8, 2003, Applicants provisionally elect the 



i invention of Group I, Claim 14, drawn to a neisserial inner core reactive with the B5 antibody 
eliciting functional antibodies against strains within the pathogenic neisserial species, with 
linking Claims 1-13, 15-18, and 21 to be joined with Group 1. The election is respectively made 
with traverse. 

In particular, with respect to Arumughan et al (EP 0941738), we note that even Claim 1 
of the patent '738 specifies "an antigenic conjugate," so that there is a carrier protein which is 
covalently bonded to the conserved portion of a lipopolysaccharide of a gram negative bacteria. 
Furthermore, this Claim 1 of patent '738 requires that the lipopolysaccharide comprises not only 
the inner core but also the lipid A portions of the lipopolysaccharide. This is in direct contrast to 
the Applicants' present invention, which requires the lipopolysaccharide core of the Neisseria 
spp. so that, at once, Applicants* invention is more restricted and, also, do not require 
conjugation. On this basis, we submit that Arumughan et al (EP 0941738) is not novelty- 
destroying, and we request that the holding of lack of unity under PCT Rule 13.1 and 13.2 be 
withdrawn. 
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